After  reading,  please  hand  this  article  to  some 
friend  interested  in  the  cause  of  free  trade  or  who 
needs  enlightenment. 
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"  Every  advance  towards  a  free  exchange  of  commodities  is  an  advance  in 
civilization :  every  obstruction  to  a  free  exchange  is  born  of  the  same  narrow,  des- 
potic spirit  which  planted  castles  upon  the  Rhine  to  plunder  peaceful  commerce. 
Every  obstruction  to  commerce  is  a  tax  upon  consumption  :  every  facility  to  a  free 
exchange  cheapens  commodities,  increases  trade  and  production,  and  promotes  civi- 
lization. Nothing  is  worse  than  sectionalism  within  a  nation,  and  nothing  is  better 
for  the  peace  of  nations  than  unrestricted  freedom  of  commerce  and  intercourse 
with  each  other."— JOHN  SHERMAN. 


The  sixth  in  the  series  of  articles  published  by  the  New  England  Free 
Trade  League,  649  Tremont  Building,  Boston,  Mass. 


All  lovers  of  freedom  and  foes  of  monopoly  are  invited  to  join  the  League,  dues 
one  dollar  per  annum,  which  entitle  the  members  to  receive  its  publications. 

The  object  of  the  League  shall  be  to  free  our  Trade,  our  Industries,  and  our 
People  from  all  tariff  taxes  except  those  imposed  for  revenue  only. 

Its  methods  shall  be  to  enlist  the  conscience,  intelligence,  and  patriotism  of  the 
people  against  the  system  called  Protection,  which  at  the  dictation  of  organized 
wealth  taxes  the  whole  American  people  for  the  benefit  of  a  few. 


PROTECTIONISH 

Obviously  opposed  to  the  Plan  and  Purpose  of  God  and 
the  Welfare  and  Happiness  of  Mankind. 


The  nature  and  effects  of  protective  tariffs,  so  called,  can  only  be 
clearly  and  certainly  seen  in  the  nature  and  effects  of  all  Trade  in 
general  and  in  particular.  The  constantly  continued  inductions  of 
thousands  of  years  in  all  the  civilized  countries  of  the  world  have 
sharply  discriminated  Trade  from  the  only  things  in  society  liable 
to  be  confounded  with  it ;  namely,  from  giving  and  from  stealing. 
Trade  is  good  in  its  inmost  nature  and  results.  It  always  was  good 
and  it  always  will  be  good.  It  has  preceded  and  accompanied  and 
followed  every  advance  in  civilization  and  religion  the  world  over ; 
and  it  is  as  certain  as  anything  in  the  future  can  be  that  every  step 
of  genuine  and  persistent  progress  anywhere  will  be  initiated  and 
accelerated  by  the  voluntary  buying  and  selling  of  men  for  their  own 
advantage.  This  is  alike  and  obviously  the  plan  and  purpose  of 
God  and  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

To  put  all  these  propositions  beyond  the  reach  of  denial  or  cavil, 
I  ask  the  readers  of  this  paper  carefully  to  consider  with  me  in  the 
way  of  analysis  and  inductive  proof  (i)  the  parties  to  trade.  It 
takes  two  to  make  a  bargain  ;  that  is,  a  sale.  This  maxim  is  very  old 
arid  it  is  perfectly  sound.  One  or  both  of  the  parties  to  an  ultimate 
sale  may  represent,  as  an  agent  or  official,  the  interests  of  other  per- 
sons than  himself,  and  these  interests  may  be  very  great  and  com- 
plicated ;  but  this  makes  no  difference  in  the  radical  nature  of  the 
transaction.  For  example,  I  happen  to  know  well  the  person  called 
the  "buyer"  in  what  is  said  to  be  the  largest  iron  foundry  in  the 
United  States ;  but,  when  he  buys  a  thousand  tons  of  coal  or  pig 
iron,  he  stands  and  acts  in  the  name  and  interest  of  the  owners  and 
operators  of  this  immense  establishment :  he  is  a  party  to  the  trade 
in  the  same  sense  as  when  he  buys  a  suit  of  clothes  for  himself  of 
a  neighboring  tailor.  So  of  the  other  party,  of  whom  he  buys  the 
coal  and  iron.  It  takes  two  to  make  a  bargain, —  only  two.  The 


action  must  be  voluntary  and  reasonably  intelligent  on  both  sides. 
Else  it  is  no  bargain.  Force  and  fraud  are  equally  foreign  to  the 
nature  of  trade. 

Next  let  us  look  carefully  to  (2)  the  motives  in  trade.  The  human 
impulses  that  have  led  men  freely  to  exchange  one  thing  for  another 
during  all  the  past,  in  every  neighborhood  and  village  and  city,  and 
across  the  seas,  must  have  been  extremely  strong.  These  impulses 
are  felt  at  the  present  time,  on  every  habitable  portion  of  the  globe, 
more  strongly  and  widely  than  ever  before ;  and  all  signs  will  fail 
unless  in  the  great  time  coming  they  shall  move  the  masses  of  men 
more  irresistibly  everywhere  than  ever  before.  What  are  these 
moving  motives  in  the  minds  of  men  ?  In  the  nature  of  things,  they 
can  only  be  the  universal  desire  to  better  their  condition,  to  supply 
their  wants  more  easily,  to  apply  pecuniary  gains  whose  only  possible 
source  is  trade  of  one  form  or  another,  in  order  to  acquire  power 
and  influence  during  their  own  brief  day  on  the  earth,  and  so  to 
transmit  to  their  children  some  vantage-grounds  over  those  they 
themselves  originally  possessed.  Is  not  all  this  honorable  ?  Has  it 
not  proved  effectual  generation  after  generation  ? 

Now  we  will  inquire  in  the  third  place  (3)  what  kinds  of  things 
are  those  which  are  subject  to  trade  ?  In  other  words,  what  classes 
of  things  are  bought  and  sold  among  men,  always  have  been,  and 
always  will  be,  and  no  other  classes  ?  To  this  question  has  rarely 
(almost  never)  been  given  the  attention  which  it  richly  deserves, 
indeed  which  it  must  necessarily  have  if  one  would  understand 
trade  from  the  bottom  up.  The  present  writer  has  applied  his 
best  powers  (such  as  they  are)  to  this  question  and  a  correct  answer 
to  it  during  the  whole  of  a  long  professional  life.  He  is  satisfied 
with  this  answer.  He  is  willing  —  nay,  desirous  —  that  it  be  tested 
by  the  most  inquisitive  and  intelligent  and  profound  minds  in  this 
country  or  any  other.  There  are  only  three  sorts  of  thing  possible  to 
become  the  subjects  of  Trade ;  that  is  to  say,  to  be  bought  and  sold. 
These  are :  — 

(a)  TANGIBLE  COMMODITIES,  including  lands 

(b}  PERSONAL  SERVICES,  whether  common  or  professional. 

(c)  COMMERCIAL  CREDITS,  that  is,  promises  written  or  oral. 

The  easiest  way  for  any  intelligent  doubter  to  overturn  this  classi- 
fication, if  it  can  be  done,  is  to  bring  forward  some  well-authenticated 
instances  in  his  own  experience  or  that  of  others,  in  Which  sonic 
other  subject-matter  than  one  of  these  three  played  an  obvious  part 


in  the  bargain  or  exchange.  Until  such  overturn  be  effected 
demonstrably,  it  will  be  assumed  that  it  is  impossible  to  be 
effected  at  all.  Then  it  will  logically  follow  that  only  six  sorts  of 
trade  were  ever  consummated  or  ever  will  be, —  namely,  a  commodity 
for  another  commodity ;  a  commodity  for  a  service ;  a  commodity 
for  a  credit ;  a  service  for  a  service ;  a  service  for  a  credit ;  one 
credit  for  another.  It  follows,  also,  that  it  makes  no  difference  what- 
ever, so  far  as  the  two  parties  are  concerned,  which  of  the  three 
possible  valuables  is  in  the  hand  or  power  of  which  party  for  the 
purposes  of  that  trade.  Each  is  a  buyer  and  seller  at  the  same  in- 
stant. Each  is  a  buyer,  because  he  must  pay  for  what  he  buys,  and 
that  is  selling  ;  and  each  is  a  seller,  because  he  must  take  pay  for 
what  he  sells,  and  that  makes  it  buying.  Each  must  render  some- 
thing and  each  must  receive  something  at  the  same  moment.  If  a 
man  will  not  buy,  he  cannot  sell.  If  he  refuse  to  sell,  he  cannot  by 
any  possibility  buy.  It  is  only  individuals  that  buy  and  sell  :  nations 
as  such  can  have  no  part  in  it  except  to  interrupt  and  forbid  it.  Na- 
tions by  wretched  laws  may  limit  and  lessen  and  mangle  trade  ;  but  if 
is  way  beyond  their  power  or  function  directly  to  foster  or  upbuild 
it.  When  a  nation  pretends  to  do  this,  and  uses  words  to  describe 
their  action  to  this  end, —  words  implying  that  it  can  be  done  and 
that  the  nation  is  doing  it,  as,  for  example,  the  United  States  at  the 
present  time, —  the  words  are  used  in  a  deceitful  sense,  are  de- 
signed to  deceive  and  do  actually  deceive  many  of  the  people.  Such 
a  word  so  used  is  "protection."  It  is  as  full  of  deceit  and  deviltry 
as  an  egg  is  full  of  meat.  The  only  way  in  which  a  nation  can  "  pro- 
tect "  an  unprofitable  industry  (so  alleged),  or  tries  to  do  it,  is  to  tax  ; 
that  is,  always  to  lessen  and  sometimes  to  destroy  naturally  profit- 
able industries,  that  only  ask  to  be  let  alone  to  be  enabled  to  pay 
not  only  their  full  share  of  taxes  for  revenue,  but  also  to  enrich  the 
country  and  themselves. 

Now  we  will  ask  a  question,  which  will  be  the  fourth  (4)  in  order, 
and  which  goes  to  the  bottom  of  this  entire  subject.  We  have  seen 
already  that  Trade  is  good  in  its  inmost  nature,  that  it  quickens  the 
intelligence  and  enhances  the  powers  and  satisfies  the  growing  wants 
and  accelerates  the  progress  and  simplifies,  while  apparently  compli- 
cating, the  sources  of  present  enjoyments  and  the  means  of  future 
well-doing  for  every  competent  person  dwelling  upon  the  surface  of 
this  globe.  So  God  designed  it  to  be  ;  and  so  it  is  constantly  and  in- 
creasingly coming  to  be,  except  as  certain  short-sighted  and  self-opin- 
ionated and  greedy,  grasping  men,  thinking  that  they  can  outwit  Prov- 


idence  and  rob  their  fellow-citizens  with  impunity,  manage  to  kill  by 
so-called  laws  some  naturally  profitable  industries  of  the  people,  and 
to  haggle  many  more  of  them.  The  question  is,  How  can  such  a  thing 
be  done,  how  is  it  actually  done,  in  such  a  country  as  the  United 
States,  with  common  schools  and  open-eyed  citizens  ?  First,  while 
the  men  who  really  get  the  "  protective  "  tariff  taxes  passed  in  Con- 
gress, meaning  thereby  to  feather  their  own  nests  at  the  costs  of 
their  countrymen,  are  relatively  few  in  number,  they  are  often 
able  by  means  of  combines  and  log-rollings  with  other  members,  who 
have  entirely  other  ends  in  view,  to  toss  their  accursed  burdens  on 
the  necks  of  the  common  people,  and  partly  also  to  conceal  it.  You 
tickle  me,  and  I  will  tickle  you,  has  been,  in  the  United  States,  the 
common  principle  of  protective  tariffs  from  the  Tariff  of  Abomina- 
tions in  1828  till  the  Dingley  Tariff  of  our  own  time,  which  is  also  a 
tariff  of  abominations.  Second,  certain  men  become  abnormally  rich 
and  powerful  through  the  action  of  tariff  taxes  devised  by  themselves 
for  that  purpose,  and  so  are  able  to  pocket  tariff-lifted  prices  for 
"their  own  wares  through  cutting  off  the  natural  competition  in  such 
wares  of  neighbors  who  happen  to  live  under  a  foreign  flag.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  go  out  of  New  England,  which  is  the  special  field 
for  rational  effort  of  the  New  England  Free  Trade  League,  to  find 
a  striking  instance  of  this  very  process  by  which  a  man  of  moder- 
ate talents  has  become  artificially  and  wickedly  rich  through  unjust 
law,  and  so  assisted  to  tread  the  steps  of  official  life  within  his  State 
to  the  highest,  and  to  mock  at  the  apparent  helplessness  of  those 
whom  he  is  helping  to  plunder.  Within  less  than  a  week  of  the 
present  writing,  this  man  is  reported  in  the  public  prints  as  saying 
officially  in  Washington,  "  While  it  may  be  necessary  to  repeal  or 
reduce  some  of  the  war  taxes  at  the  coming  session  of  Congress,  it 
is  not  needful  to  touch  in  any  way  the  protective  tariff  taxes."  Why 
not  ?  Why  not  tackle  the  worst  taxes  first, —  those  which  make 
the  people  pay  more,  while  the  treasury  gets  less  ?  What  makes 
this  official  effrontery  the  more  outrageous  is  that  no  afflicted  man 
or  woman  can  raise  a  marble  memorial  to  the  memory  of  their  dead  in 
a  single  God's  acre  in  New  England  without  paying  blackmail  to  one 
of  their  public  servants  in  the  very  presence  of  Death,  And  this  is 
only  one  of  scores  upon  scores  of  instances  similar  in  principle  and 
results  all  over  this  country.  And,  third,  the  creation  in  a  republic 
of  a  privileged  class,  such  as  the  combined  and  compacted  protec- 
tionists of  this  country  are  at  this  moment,  is  a  constant  menace  to 
the  continuance  of  its  free  institutions.  Plunderers  and  plundered 


do  not  and  cannot  coalesce  well  in  the  intricate  work  of  government, 
although  not  all  the  plunderers  know  themselves  to  be  such,  nor  all 
the  plundered  have  yet  learned  the  nature  of  the  cunning  instrument 
by  which  their  enormous  losses  are  brought  about.  What  is  needed 
is  light.  What  is  needed  is  to  watch  the  motions  and  actions  of 
members  of  Congress  as  they  foist  in  and  perhaps  slip  out  certain 
clauses  of  Tariff  Acts.  Each  party  to  a  trade  invariably  prefers 
what  he  is  about  to  receive  to  what  he  is  about  to  render.  This  is 
the  universal  motive  to  trade.  Stopping  trade  by  statute  creates 
losses  by  necessity.  Protectionism,  therefore,  in  every  degree  of  it 
and  in  every  instance  of  it,  begets  losses  instead  of  gains ;  that  is  to 
say,  losses  to  the  many  in  the  hope  of  factitious  gains  to  the  few. 
I  have  talked  with  scores,  if  not  hundreds,  of  protectionists  as  such, 
and  found  in  nearly  every  case  their  opinion  of  it  precisely  the  same 
as  my  own  when  it  came  to  the  bottom  points.  My  custom  was  to 
ask  at  length,  "  Why  not  abolish  then  the  tariff  tax  if  it  does  not 
benefit  your  business  ? "  "  Ah  !  you  have  got  me  there  !  "  I  have 
also  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  hearing  in  private  members  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  unfold  at  length  the  deadly  selfish- 
ness and  short-sightedness  of  the  schemers  coming  before  them  for 
"tariff  favors."  The  late  General  Garfield,  a  pupil  and  lifelong 
friend  of  mine,  a  fellow-member  with  me  and  other  Americans  of  the 
Cobden  Club  of  Great  Britain,  was  one  of  those  discoursing  thus  of 
these  enemies  of  their  country  and  of  mankind.  It  is  by  the  abuses 
of  language,  accordingly,  and  by  the  concealment  of  the  substance 
of  things  both  economical  and  political,  that  the  American  people 
have  been  and  are  now  duped  and  fooled. 

Finally,  we  will  ask  and  try  to  answer  the  fifth  (5)  question  of  our 
present  series  ;  namely,  what  are  the  present  grounds  of  hope  for  a 
better  issue  in  the  time  to  come  of  free-trade  effort  and  discussion. 
One  is,  there  are  more  disinterested  citizens  than  ever  before  willing 
to  spend  and  be  spent  in  this  service.  Said  William  Cullen  Bryant 
in  my  hearing,  "  I  have  given  fifty  years  to  this  work,  and  have  never 
wearied  of  it."  Another  is,  Providence  seems  to  be  pelting  the  na- 
tions with  irresistible  missiles  in  preparation  for  a  broader  and  more 
Christian  method  in  commercial  and  international  relations.  What 
is  this  we  hear  to  satiety  at  present  about  the  "  open  door  "  ?  God 

knows. 

ARTHUR  LATHAM  PERRY. 


